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MERGER, FROM PAGE 1 
student had taught at a Catholic institution 
that went through a merger and said there 
were many surprises. The Catholic community 
is powerful, they will use that ,power, and 
academic freedom is an issue to be concerned 
about. Look at the Catholic church, there is 
no equality for women there. (This is a fact, 
not some aimless "bashing" without 
substance!). 

After much discussion, one woman 
asked a question, essentially saying she still 
had not heard the one reason why we, WMCL, 
should complete this merger. Her question 
was essentially ignored, someone said 
something to the fact that this is what we had 
been discussing for the past hour. I had 
essentially the same question, so I tried to 

phrase it more specifically. How could we 
proceed in negotiations with no.vision, what 
was to be gained?? The Dean answered
financial ability to put into place more 
innovative programming. The Dean admitted 
WMCL is in a better financial position today 
than in its entire history, with a $5 million 
endowmentthat is soaring annually. But the 
financial future is complex, even with a merger, 
there will be an approximately six percent 
tuition increase annually. (WMCL's tuition 
is in the lower regions for tuition at private 
law schools.) ·Without the merger, WMCL 
will financially not be able to implement 
innovative programming to better meet legal 
education needs in the future. 

St. Thomas's MBA program has a 

great reputation, maybe such an affiliation 
would lend more prestige to WMCL Though 
I doubt there is· a great deal of mixing of 
business with Catholicism, law school is 
different. Where business studies do not leave 
much room for philosophy, the study of law 
is suited to that type of emphasis. 
. Maybe we would receive some 

financial resources from them, maybe we 
would not make it if they open their own law 
school. This seems like an awful lot of 
uncertainly in the face of a major decision. 
Not to mention the religious aspects, the 
academic freedom concerns, and the probable 
loss of identity and control of our school. 

It seems likely that next year will be 
the first year in the five year trial period, the 

planning year. This coming May, the St. 
Thomas Board wants to vote up or down on 
this proposal. Our Board will have a similar 
vote. Is this proposal in WMCL's best 
interests? Is this what we want for our 
future??? 

Your input is needed! Mr. Libera 
said that the Board would welcome any 
student input. Contact Dean Hogg or other 
board members · with your opinion. 
Submissions to The Opinion also welcome!! 
Let your opinion be voiced formally before 
this vote is taken, or your diploma may read 
ST. THOMAS. Staytunedforfurtherdetails. 
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HEY IYIAN1 WHAT'S TH£ /YIATTER? 

You DEPP.US£/) AITAIN? 
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WELL1 I TH046r-HT IT WAS 
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WHAT 1LL. J.IAl'/JEN IF �~� r:,-ET 

R.E'ALL'( ~EALLY DI:f'/1.E:f.~ED ?'' 

A Few Volunteers 
areNeeded. 
Volunteer 
lncomeTax 
Assistance 

VITA (Volunteer Income Tax AsalslanceJ 
provldea free tax help In the commun~ 

Volunteers help people wllh basic lllll ratume. 
including pe1'110fls with dlaablNtlea, 

non-Engllsh speaking Individuals, and the 
elderly. Thent ls no charge far this Nnlce. 

If you are interesting in doing something worth while, that you 
can work into a busy schedule, please contact: 

Lisa Richards 227-4957 or Joanne Piper.;.Maurer 483-8591 

• Organized by William Mitchell's ABA/LSD group - you don't have to be a member to volunteer. 
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Snowfall Fails to 
Stop WMCL Runners 
One~no-show spoils perfect turnout 

Intrepid runners from William Mitchell 
braved freezing temperatures and the season's 
first snowfall to · participate in the 
Thanksgiving Day Arena 5K, which was held 
in downtown Minneapolis on Thanksgiving 
morning. Runners followed a five kilometer 
(3.1 miles) course through the streets of 
downtown, starting and finishing in front of 
the T a;get Center. The event is held to benefit 
area foodshelves and this year attracted close 
to two thousand runners. The WMCL 
contingent consisted of Ken Corbett, Jessica 
Lipsky, Paul McEllistrem, Scott Simmons, 
and Paul Bard. 

The four-inch snowfall caused the starting 
time to be pushed back twenty minutes from 
its 8:30 a.m. schedufed start and made for a 
slow, sloppy race. But fortunately, there were 
no falls (none of the above students are 
planning to practice in personal injury) and 
most of the large crowd seemed to be having 
fun and took the inclement conditions in 
stride like true Minnesotans. One exception 
to that laugh-at-the-weather spiritwas Stephen 
Riesterer, a fourth-yearstudentwho had urged 
his friends to enter the race and went so far as 
to promise them celebratory shots of Wild 
Turkey· (in honor of Thanksgiving) for 
afterward. His disappointed classmates shook 

their heads in disbelief and were at a loss to 
explain his absence as they surveyed the crowd 
and munched on the traditional bananas and 
bagels in the Target Center after the race. 
"I'm sure he couldn't have chickened outjust 
because of the weather," McEllistrem said. 
"If I used that excuse I'd never hear the end of 
it from him," added Simmons. 

The Opinion contacted Mr. Riesterer for 
his comment and his response was as follows: 
"Well I wanted to be there but I 
was ... ahh ... yeah, I was really looking forward 
to it but it was pretty snowy and I 
was ... umm ... SICK. Yeah. Yeah, that's it. 
That's the ticket. I was SICK! Oh, man was 
I sick. My head hurt, I had a cold, my throat 
was sore, oh I felt terrible. Sorry I couldn't 
have been there. But ... sohowwasitanyway? 
Did you freeze your butt?" 

Race sponsors noted thatthe turnout has 
grown dramatically since the race began in 
1990 and that last year's wind chill and this 
year's snow deterred only a few of those who 
had pre-registered. One official said, "Sure 
there are a few who probably look at that 
thermometer on a holiday morning and then 
roll over and go back to bed, but most 
Minnesotans are tough." 

Matadors, Gladiators, 
Conqllistadors, Gilberts, 
le!alines, Casenotes and 
Emanllel. Where else? 
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